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Who are we?
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1971 = 402 students (Clark County 
Community College)

Today = approximately 48,000 
students each year from 48 states 
and 50 countries

Three main campuses Multiple sites and centers 
throughout the Southern Nevada 
area.

180 degrees and certificates in 
more than 70 academic 
programs

24 degrees and certificates 
available entirely online

Focus

• Identify reasons why making their 
courses accessible can improve 
student success for all students.

• Apply the framework for Universal 
Design for Learning (UDL) to 
instructional content.

• Identify ways to support faculty to make 
their course more accessible
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What is accessibility?

Why accessibility?

• It’s the “legal stuff”
• Section 508 of the Americans with Disabilities Act

• all electronic and information technology must be 
accessible, regardless of whether that technology is 
being used by someone with a disability.

• Student Success
• If our content is ready for all students and emerging 

technologies, then all students have the 
opportunity for success.

Why accessibility?
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A Different Framework

Medical Model Social Justice 
(Universal Design)

Disability is a deficiency or abnormality Disability is a difference, like gender or 
race

Having a disability is negative Having a disability is neither good nor 
bad, it’s just a part of life

The remedy for disability-related problems 
is a cure or normalization of the individual

The remedy for disability-related problems 
is a change in the interaction between 
the individual and society

Individual accommodations are made as 
requested

Environments are designed with 
accessibility in mind

Universal DesignUniversal Design
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Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

Minimizes Barriers
and

Maximizes Learning

• Multiple means of representation
• Present information and content in 

different ways

• Multiple means of engagement
• Provide options that engage 

students and keep their interests

• Multiple means of expression
• Provide alternative ways for 

students to express or demonstrate 
their learning

Let’s try it!

Scenario One: 
You created a timeline for your 
history class showing what 
happened socially, politically, and 
economically between 1860-1867. 
What is another way to present this 
information? 

Scenario Two:
Your assignment states for a 
student to write an essay about 
learning theory. What other ways 
can a student show what they 
know about learning theory?
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Accessibility Fears

I will have to 
redo my entire 

course.

I will have to 
redo my entire 

course.

When I look at my 
course, everything will 

be inaccessible.

When I look at my 
course, everything will 

be inaccessible.

I can't do cool stuff in 
my course because it 
will not be accessible.

I can't do cool stuff in 
my course because it 
will not be accessible.

I will have to learn a 
whole new skill set.
I will have to learn a 
whole new skill set.

Accessible 
content looks 

boring.

Accessible 
content looks 

boring.

Don’t you need 
specialized 
software?

Don’t you need 
specialized 
software?

It seems 
like a lot of 

work!

It seems 
like a lot of 

work!

How to help

• Provide Training
• In person and online

• Emphasize Accessibility is About Giving 
Options

• Leverage Built-in Accessibility Checkers

• Create a plan to take it slowly

How to Help
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Minimize Barriers &
Maximize Learning

Contact Information

Emily King
emily.king@csn.edu

Paula Michniewicz
paula.michniewicz@csn.edu


